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About the Aarhus Convention and Aarhus Centres in Kyrgyzstan
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters was signed on 25 June 1998 in Aarhus, Denmark at the Ministerial Conference "Environment for Europe". It is based on earlier agreements, including the Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, the principles of the 10th Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and a number of resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations. Officially, the Aarhus Convention entered into force in 2001, and in 2006 it had 39 parties. In 2003, the Parties adopted the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTR) which entered into force after its ratification by sixteen countries. 

In 2001 the Kyrgyz Republic acceded to the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, and thereby undertook to bring national legislation into conformity with the Convention and to ensure access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters. The State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic (SAEPF) is the governmental body responsible for fulfilling the commitments of the Kyrgyz Republic under the Convention.

SAEPF together with civil society prepared and formally submitted to the Secretariat of the Convention four national reports on the implementation of the Convention. 
An electronic information resource (website http://aarhus.nature.gov.kg/) is functioning on the basis of the official website of SAEPF to highlight the principles and provisions of the Aarhus Convention as well as the activities carried out in the Kyrgyz Republic to implement its commitments. 
The Information Centre for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention created in 2004 as part of the Work Programme of the Environment and Security (ENVSEC) Initiative operates with the support of the OSCE in the city of Osh. The activities of the Information Centre cover the southern region of the country and allow the government agencies to interact in this area with business entities and local communities, as well as to inform civil society on environmental issues.

However, to improve the efficiency and timely implementation of the commitments, as well as awareness and active public participation in decision-making there is a need to create an independent body with official status and powers to promote the Convention on the whole territory of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Memorandum of Understanding on the creation of the Aarhus Centre was signed between SAEPF under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic and the OSCE Centre in Bishkek on 23 December 2014. According to the Memorandum, in January 2015 the Aarhus Centre was formally created in Bishkek and registered with the judicial authorities of the Kyrgyz Republic.
About the Strategy
Aarhus Centre Development Strategy has been developed to support the State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry in the effective short-term and medium-term planning and implementation of activities to promote the basic principles of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic until 2018. 

The Strategy proposes concrete and practical activities related to the development of activities in the three pillars of the Aarhus Convention (access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters), as well as to the institutional development of Aarhus Centres in Kyrgyzstan. The Strategy provides an opportunity to assist Aarhus Centres, State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry, international and non-governmental organizations as well as other stakeholders in the effective implementation of national and international commitments under the Aarhus Convention. 

The Strategy has been developed with the support of the OSCE Centre in Bishkek based on consultation and proposals from the State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic (SAEPF), the State Inspection for Environmental and Technical Safety of the Kyrgyz Republic (SIETS), the National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic, employees and experts of Aarhus Centres in Bishkek and Osh, partner international organizations and NGOs, as well as media representatives. Events and activities of the Strategy reflect the priorities stated in the national and international documents: National Programme for the Transition to Sustainable Development of the Kyrgyz Republic for 2013-2017, the Concept of Environmental Safety of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Road Map for Aarhus Centres in the OSCE region, 2009.
Action Plan to Implement the Strategy:
An Action Plan has been developed to effectively implement the objectives of the Aarhus Centre Development Strategy of the Kyrgyz Republic. The plan describes in detail the thematic activities, timing of their implementation, geographical coverage and involvement of governmental, international and non-governmental organizations, media and business entities.    

The Strategy Implementation Period: Short term: 2015, Medium term: 2016-2018
Responsible for the Strategy Implementation: Aarhus Centres in Bishkek and Osh, State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic
The Strategy Implementation Partners: relevant state agencies of the Kyrgyz Republic, international and non-governmental organizations, media, business entities  

	No
	Objectives 
	Expected actions/activities of Aarhus Centres
	Possible partners
	Timeline 


	Access to Environmental Information

	A.1.
	Promoting an open and timely access to environmental information to the general public.
	1.1. Conduct trainings/seminars/educational courses on access to environmental information to the general public (including decision makers, non-governmental organizations, media representatives, local communities in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic and others)
1.2. Timely disseminate environmental information through the site of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic and the site of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic, as well as through electronic distribution networks of environmental organizations
1.3. Organize information campaigns on relevant environmental issues and challenges with a focus on the prevention of conflicts related to the use of natural resources among the local population, decision-makers, media and NGOs
1.4. Provide public access to library resources of the Aarhus Centres 
1.5. Collaborate with governmental, international and non-governmental organizations to update the printed and electronic information resources of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic 
1.6. Install and regularly update the Information Environment Stands in public places to provide access to environmental information for the local population in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
1.7. Promote and implement the principles of Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS), including in the formation of assessments, national reports and information materials on the state of environment.

  
	Aarhus Centres in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF, State Agency for Local Self-Governments and Inter-Ethnic Relations under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic (SALSGIR), local self-governments (LSGs), universities and other organizations
Media representatives, State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry (SAEPF), electronic environmental networks 

Representatives of local media in the regions, LSGs in the regions, local non-governmental and consulting organizations
Universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, local media and non-governmental organizations
Ministries and agencies of the Kyrgyz Republic (Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergencies, SAEPF, etc.), UNDP, UNEP, UNECE, REC, GIZ, etc. 

LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
Relevant ministries and agencies, non-governmental and international organizations 


	2015 - 2018
2015 - 2018

2015 - 2018

2015 - 2018

2015 - 2018

2016 - 2018

2015 - 2018



	A.2.
	Effective involvement of media representatives to cover environmental issues and the principles of the Aarhus Convention     

	2.1. Involve the local media in the creation and broadcast of environmental TV and radio programs on a regular basis / creation of environmental sections in programs, broadcasts, publications of social and economic character 
2.2. Conduct trainings and educational courses on environmental journalism for representatives of local media, faculties of journalism in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, press secretaries of relevant ministries and agencies, as well as business entities
2.3. Conduct Thematic Festivals – Contests of Environmental Journalism at national and oblast levels, as well as at regional/cross-border levels for the media representatives on environmental safety and rational use of natural resources 
2.4 Organize the work of the Environmental Press Club (every 2 months) to discuss the environmental situation, problems, implementation of projects and programs in conjunction with the SAEPF, the State Inspection for Environmental and Technical Safety (SIETS) and their representative offices in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic with the involvement of the media and faculties of journalism in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, non-governmental organizations
2.5 Organize study tours for journalists and business entities on best practices in green economy, environmental safety and prevention of conflicts related to the use of natural resources 

	State and independent media (printed press, electronic media, radio and television), relevant ministries and agencies, business entities
Faculties of journalism in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, National associations of the media, relevant ministries and agencies, business entities
Faculties of journalism in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, National associations of media, relevant ministries and agencies, business entities 
Faculties of journalism and ecology in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, National associations of media, SAEPF and SIETS, non-governmental organizations
 
	2016 – 2018
2015 - 2018 
2015 – 2017

2016 – 2018

2016 – 2017




	No
	Objectives 
	Expected actions/activities of Aarhus Centres
	Possible partners
	Timeline 


	B
	Public Participation in Environmental Decision-Making 

	B.1.
	Strengthening the implementation of mechanisms and procedures for public participation:

- in environmental decision-making, including prevention of conflicts related to the use of natural resources,

 - in the development and monitoring of environmental policies, legislation, plans, projects and programs at national and local levels,
	1.1. Conduct trainings/educational courses on public participation in decision-making on environment and security, as well as prevention of conflicts related to the use of natural resources
1.2. Establish and develop cooperation with Members of Parliament and political parties of the Kyrgyz Republic in order to integrate environmental issues into their programs and promote the principles of participation of the general public, governmental organizations and business entities in adopting and making additions and amendments to environmental legislation, strategic environmental documents, including in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic jointly with environmental non-governmental organizations.
1.3. Organize public hearings on the prevention of conflicts related to the use of natural resources and environmental safety in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic with the involvement of local communities and decision-makers, NGOs, the media  
1.4. Promote the principles of public environmental monitoring through holding Educational Courses to educate and train public (freelance) environmental inspectors 

1.5. Serve platform between the public and government agencies to discuss the development/integration and monitor the implementation of draft laws, strategies and plans for environmental and socio-economic development in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
1.6. Promote the development of the system of citizens’ appeals on environmental issues through online Internet resources, including writing and submitting requests for environmental information to the state authorities
1.7.  Collaborate with the World Bank project for the development and promotion of mobile application for citizens' appeals to the state authorities on environmental issues and access to environmental information 
1.8. Act as a mediator to establish dialogue for cross-border/regional cooperation of the public, local self-governments on issues of the environment and security in the border areas of the Kyrgyz Republic through a network of Aarhus Centres in Central Asia, taking into account the priorities of the foreign policy of the state.  
1.9. Collaborate with business entities to promote, discuss and integrate environmental safety in their efforts to prevent conflicts related to the use of natural resources, including in the mining sector. 
1.10. Conduct practical campaigns involving population, non-governmental organizations to address the urgent environmental problems and disseminate methods of social impact on the improvement of ecological situation in the Kyrgyz Republic
1.11. Improve the capacity of local non-governmental organizations on the methods of influence and public participation in matters of environmental safety and protection
 
	Departments and divisions of SAEPF, SIETS, LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, pasture committees, water users committees, etc.
Political parties of the Kyrgyz Republic, Parliamentary Commission on the Environment 
Departments and divisions of SAEPF, SIETS, LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, media, NGOs
Subdivisions of SAEPF, SIETS, local government agencies in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
SAEPF, LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, environmental non-governmental organizations, Members of Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic
Departments and divisions of SAEPF, LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, non-governmental organizations in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
Aarhus Centres in Tajikistan and Kazakhstan, headquarters of MES in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF, local government agencies, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic
Enterprises of the mining sector of the Kyrgyz Republic, banks and microfinance institutions, IBC
Departments and divisions of SAEPF, SIETS, LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, non-governmental organizations, universities
Local non-governmental organizations in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic

	2015 – 2018
2016 – 2018

2015 – 2018
2016 – 2017

2016 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2016

2016 – 2018

2016 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2016 - 2018



	No
	Objectives 
	Expected actions/activities of Aarhus Centres
	Possible partners 
	Timeline 


	C
	Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

	C.1.
	Raising awareness of the general public about the environmental rights in the interests of effective participation in the solution of problems of environmental protection and sustainable development.
	5.1. Conduct trainings/seminars and meetings/round tables on access to justice in environmental matters for judges, legal practitioners and lawyers, human rights organizations and prosecution authorities
5.2. Cooperate with the Judicial Training Center under the Supreme Court of the Kyrgyz Republic and the Civil Service Training Centre in the development and integration of educational programs and courses on international and national environmental law.
5.3. Organize educational and practical Schools of Environmental Law for teachers and students - lawyers of universities, including at the level of regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
5.4. Involve human rights organizations and the institution of the Ombudsman of the Kyrgyz Republic in the work of the Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic to promote and integrate the protection of environmental rights of citizens 

5.5. Organize free legal advice on legal environmental issues for the citizens on the basis of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic or with the involvement/on the basis of legal practitioners, human rights organizations. 
5.6. Conduct open field consultations on legal environmental issues for consumers of natural resources (farmers, nature conservation and tourism zones and organizations) and the public living in the vicinity of hazardous environmental and technological impact zones (mining sector, uranium and toxic tailings)

	Human rights organizations of the Kyrgyz Republic, the institution of the Ombudsman, international experts and the secretariat of the Aarhus Convention
Judicial Training Center under the Supreme Court of the Kyrgyz Republic, Institute for Civil Service Advanced Training, international experts
Human rights organizations, law faculties in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Human rights organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic, legal practitioners, the institution of the Ombudsman of the Kyrgyz Republic
Human rights organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic, legal practitioners
LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, human rights organizations in the Kyrgyz Republic, legal practitioners
	2016 – 2018
2015 – 2018

2016 – 2017

2015- 2018

2016 – 2018

2016 - 2017




	No
	Objectives 

	Expected actions and activities
	Possible partners 
	Timeline 


	D
	Component on the Capacity Building of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic. 



	D.1.
	Creating the conditions for a more efficient cooperation and coordination of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic, taking into account short-term and medium-term prospects and priorities at both national and regional levels.


	1.1. Develop and agree (at the level of the State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry, Departments for Environmental Protection and Forestry in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic) annual work plans of Aarhus Centres.

1.2. Develop and sign a memorandum of cooperation between Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic in accordance with the priority activities for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic 
1.3. Create and organize the work of the advisory board (7-9 people) at Aarhus Centres from among governmental, international, non-governmental organizations, educational community and the media for planning and monitoring activities on an annual basis  
1.4. Establish cooperation/interaction with local self-governments and Departments for Environmental Protection and Forestry to provide technical and expert support to Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic
1.5. Strengthen cooperation of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic with the National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic in planning, implementing and monitoring fulfillment of the country’s commitments under the Aarhus Convention
1.6. Promote regional cooperation of Aarhus Centres in Central Asia in the implementation of cross-border environmental activities 
	National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF and its departments in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic, Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic
Human rights and environmental non-governmental organizations of the Kyrgyz Republic, the media, universities, OSCE, UNDP, SAEPF, MES
SAEPF in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, SIETS, MES in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic, LSGs
Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic and National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic
Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Kazakhstan, Republic of Tajikistan and National Coordinators for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in these countries 


	2015 – 2018
2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2015 - 2018



	D.2.
	Enhancing institutional and human capacity of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic to improve activities for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic.

	2.1. Determine the capacity of human resources to enhance them within the framework of the Aarhus Centres with an emphasis on knowledge and experience in the context of the three main areas of implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic.

2.2. Organize needed seminars/trainings/visits to share experience for staff and partner organizations of the Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic both at regional and international levels
2.3. Engage volunteers and interns from among students of faculties of ecology, biology, etc. in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic in the activities of the Aarhus Centres during events
2.4. Organize short-term, medium-term (3-6 months) courses/internships for students, international and local volunteers on the basis of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic 

	Advisory Boards of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic, Aarhus Centers in the Kyrgyz Republic
OSCE, UNDP, the network of Aarhus Centres in Central Asia, international and non-governmental organizations
Faculties of ecology, biology, technology universities in the Kyrgyz Republic
OSCE Academy, Faculties of ecology, biology, technology, etc. in universities of the Kyrgyz Republic

	2015 – 2016
2016 – 2017

2015 – 2018

2015 - 2018

	D.3.
	Improving work on the awareness of stakeholders on the activities of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic
	3.1. Create and maintain the functioning of a single website of Aarhus Centers in the Kyrgyz Republic and the information resource of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic
3.2. Cooperate actively with the local media to provide timely environmental information, as well as information on the activities of Aarhus Centres 
3.3. Hold regular press conferences (if required) for media with the participation of governmental bodies and members of the public, non-governmental organizations
3.4. Create e-mailing for Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic, as well as participate in Networking (exchange of information) of Aarhus Centres in Central Asia
3.5. Prepare and disseminate annual reports on the results of the activities of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic in printed and electronic forms among the public concerned and governmental, international organizations, media
3.6. Create and widely disseminate information materials on the functions and activities of Aarhus Centres, as well as the principles of implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic through the electronic and printed media, universities, governmental agencies and business entities, non-governmental organizations 

	Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic and National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic
Representatives of state and non-state media
Representatives of state and non-state media
The network of Aarhus Centres in Central Asia, the Eco Forum in the Kyrgyz Republic
Environmental non-governmental organizations of the Kyrgyz Republic, representatives of state and non-state media
Representatives of state and non-state media, universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, non-governmental organizations

	2015 – 2018
2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2016 – 2018

2015 - 2018



	D.4.
	Attracting additional resources to support and develop activities of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic
	4.1. Establish relations with Banks and microfinance institutions and other business entities to promote environmental policies in their activities and development of the principles of "green crediting/financing" and environmental safety by informing the general public
4.2. Cooperate with other international organizations, whose projects are aimed at solving environmental problems (UNDP, GEF, GIZ, World Bank, etc.) to attract Aarhus Centres in the context of dissemination of environmental information and public participation in environmental decision-making 
4.3. Lobby the interests in the local self-governments, Departments for Environmental Protection and Forestry to allocate budgetary and extrabudgetary resources for the implementation of activities under the Aarhus Convention in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic
4.4. Collaborate with the secretariats of other international environmental conventions ratified by the Kyrgyz Republic to promote the principles of public participation in decision-making and access to environmental information
4.5. Use the mechanism of the Republican Environmental Protection Fund of the Kyrgyz Republic to attract co-financing in the implementation of the activities of Aarhus Centres
	Commercial banks, microfinance institutions, consulting companies
UNDP, GIZ, World Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European Commission, Regional Environmental Center for Central Asia
LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF and State Inspection for Environmental and Technical Safety
Persons responsible for the implementation of other international environmental conventions in the Kyrgyz Republic
National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention in the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF
	2016 – 2018 
2015 – 2018

2015 – 2018

2015 - 2018

2015 - 2018




	No
	Objectives

	Expected activities and actions of Aarhus Centres
	Possible partners 
	Timeline 


	D.5.
	Taking measures to ensure stable functioning of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic in cooperation with the National Coordinator for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention, State Agency for Environmental Protection and Forestry / State Inspection for Environmental and Technical Safety under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, local government agencies and the public.


	5.1. Identify measures of cooperation and capacity of state institutions both at national and oblast levels to support the activities of Aarhus Centers in the Kyrgyz Republic for their long-term sustainability 
5.2. Involve non-governmental organizations in the activities of Aarhus Centres in the Kyrgyz Republic

	LSGs in the regions of the Kyrgyz Republic, SAEPF and State Inspection for Environmental and Technical Safety
Eco Forum of environmental non-governmental organizations of the Kyrgyz Republic
	2015 – 2016
2015 - 2018


[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15]
PAGE  
1/17
Aarhus Centre Development Strategy
of the Kyrgyz Republic
for 2015 - 2018

